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On 26 July 2016, China General Administration of Quality Supervision, Inspection and Quarantine (AQSIQ) announced the newly amended Administrative Measures on Entry Inspection and Quarantine of Aquatic Animals. On 1 September 2016, the new Measures shall replace the existing ones which have been effective from 1 November 2003. Below are major differences between the existing and the newly amended Measures.
Major differences between the existing and the newly amended Measures
	Existing Measures effective 

from 1 November 2003
	New Measures to be effective 

from 1 September 2016 

	Aquatic animals exported to China shall come from the farms officially registered by exporting countries or regions.
	AQSIQ shall assess and register the overseas farms and package enterprises. The registration shall be valid for 3 years. The registered enterprises shall apply for renewal of registration at least 6 months prior to the expiration of registration. AQSIQ may audit registered overseas enterprises, and regularly announce and adjust the list of registered enterprises.

	In the 12 months prior entry into China, no relevant diseases of aquatic animals listed by OIE and China occurred in the exporting countries.  Registered enterprises of aquaculture shall be monitored continuously for more than 2 years and are not found to have relevant diseases, in accordance with the requirements by OIE, exporting countries or regions.
	Registered overseas enterprises of breeding, aquaculture and aquarium animals shall be monitored continuously for more than 2 years and are not found to have relevant diseases, in accordance with the requirements by OIE, exporting countries or regions, and bilateral agreements on inspection and quarantine.
Registered overseas enterprises of aquatic animals for food purpose shall meet the requirements by exporting countries on relevant aquatic diseases, toxic and harmful hazards, and pathogenic microorganisms, bilateral agreements, and requirements by China. 

	At the ports of entry, AQSIQ may inspect and quarantine aquatic animals.
	At the ports of entry, AQSIQ shall inspect and quarantine aquatic animals. AQSIQ shall open the boxes of aquatic animals for inspection. 

AQSIQ shall inspect the disease symptoms of aquatic animals for purposes of breeding, aquaculture and aquarium.
At the ports of entry, AQSIQ shall inspect the aquatic animals for food purpose on the following items.

· Pathogens of aquatic animals, foodborne diseases, and parasites;

· Biotoxins including shellfish toxins

· Residues of heavy metals, veterinary drugs, and farm chemicals

· Other required items.
The overseas aquatic animals for food purpose shall enter China at the ports of entry designated by AQSIQ.

	With respect to aquatic animals in violation of relevant requirements, AQSIQ may conduct sanitary treatment, or destroy the aquatic animals. 
	With respect to aquatic animals in violation of relevant requirements, the aquatic animals may be destroyed or sanitary treatment conducted by AQSIQ, or recalls may be applied by the consignees or asked by AQSIQ, or fined up to 50000 yuan RMB by AQSIQ. Illegal behaviours shall be prosecuted in accordance with relevant laws.
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